ST. FRANCIS XAVIER SCHOOL January 2012

Parent Newsletter &

FAX: 403-527-7285

School Moetteo:

“Be great in small things™

ST

Be great in small things!

Principal’s Message:

Using Self Control to Change How We Treat Others

I don’t know how others feel, but I may not have show very much self control during this season of Christmas. I
think I had too much turkey and for sure too many sweets as my family celebrated this wonderful season of Christ-
mas. It certainly was a time to focus on our families and friends and the many blessings given to us by Christ.

This new year brings to us a time of new life with the birth of Jesus. Many of us start this new year with a resolution.
This resolution may include doing something for ourselves like exercise or eating better. It is a promise to do some-
thing different to improve ourselves or those around us. What a wonderful opportunity it is for us to address some-
thing that will make us a better person and hopefully will fill the buckets of those around us.

Self control is often about how we act and think about ourselves and others in a situation. It is hard sometimes for us
to walk in the shoes of those around us. We forget that others have difficult situations, lives, and experiences very
different that the lives that we lead. We need to stop and think about forgiveness, compassion, and care for those
around us. Sometimes t our emotions get in the way of respecting ourselves and those around us.

This month we will look at how Christ is our model in dealing with difficult situations. We will see how using self
control can indeed fill the bucket of those around us especially in difficult situations. May our school’s resolution be
to fill the buckets of those who are in need of compassion, understanding, and love.

Welcome back to this new year of the light of Christ.
Staff of St. Francisy Xawier School

Newsletters and school information can be obtained from our webpage: http://www.stfrancisxavierschool.ca/

Welcome Back—Monday, January 9th!

| Tuesday, January 10th—Tuesday Morning Assembly & Epiphany Celebration @ 9:00 AM
Wednesday, January 25th—Worship Wednesday @ 10:50 AM

'Frldav, January 27—PD-Kindergarten ONLY—No School :
| Mondav, January 30—PD/Staff Meeting Day—NO SCHOOL—(Preschool, Kindergarten, |
|
i

| Grades 1-6)

318 — 8th St. N. E. Medicine Hat, AB T1A S5R6 kelly.wilkinson@mhcbe.ab.ca www.stfrancisxavierschool.ca/
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Thank you!

A special thanks to all parents and students for your cards at Christmas time.

Thank you to Mrs. Kozachenko, Mrs. Bueckert and all the staff, students and par-
ents who helped make our Christmas concert a tremendous success. We are proud
of all the wonderful talents of each of our students and those who continue to guide
and inspire them.

More specifically, we would like to especially thank the many people who were
accommodating and co-operative with regards to the Christmas programs. We
would also like to thank everyone for their kind generosity as $400.00
was collected and given to the Salvation Army and $212.40 given to
Lifeline Haiti. For the “Shopping Cart Challenge” our students col-
lected 1261 items of food for the Food Bank. Donations collected for
“Mission Mexico” was $96.00 plus $300.00 from the “Green Team”
(Recycling) for a grand total of $396.00.

| would also like to thank Mrs. Lewis & Mrs. Cripps and committee (many par-
ents) for their generosity and efforts in making the St. Francis Christmas meal a suc-
cess and truly a wonderful positive event. You are all wonderful committed parents
who do make a difference in our school. Thank you!

Again in closing please be reminded that if you have any ideas or suggestions on
how to make our school better please don't hesitate to call or drop in for a visit.

‘7@1@( Wiilkinson

Patroller February 20th- 24th
of the Month

Shayna Leith

Family Day Holiday,

Q\\figx‘ Time-in-lieu and Teachers'
D

O Q )
Q Convention

foby

l

NO SCHOOL
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Thank you to all students and parents who brought food, donated
money, coats and a variety of other items prior to Christmas to help
those in need. Your generosity and kindness will be rewarded by the
Christ-child .

Congratulations to all of our students for their great work during our
“Shopping Cart Challenge” to help the needy in our community. Students
brought in 1261 food items for the food bank. Also Congratulations to

the grade 1 class who have won the chance to throw snowballs at their

teacher and the principal. Hopefully in January we will get lots of snow

for this event. Thank you and may you receive many blessings for your
acts of kindness to strangers.

Thanks once again to Mr. Livingston from Safeway (Crescent Heights) for

loaning us the shopping carts and donating grocery packages.

Knights of Columbus, #1732 Dean Fitzpatrick Council
Basketball Free Throw Competition

Ages 10 to 14

More information will be available in January!
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School Council Activities for “January” '

: Each month is filled with many activities from hot lunch days and or other numerous activities that your School !

: Council organizes for your children. If you are able to volunteer and help the School Council with any of the !

activities listed, please call. We wish to thank all the parents for their continued support and co-operation

- throughout the school year—this truly makes our school community a “Circle of Friends”. Have a safe and!

E wonderful “January

79'

January Hot Lunch Dav:‘:@

January 19th

Thank You!

Thank you School Parent Council
from the students and staff for your
assistance in purchasing 3 sets of
“Kurling” Rocks &
Sheets for our Phys.
Ed. Program. Some of
our classes have al-
ready had the opportu-
nity to “curl” and have had lots of fun!

Thursday, January 26
Movie Night

(more details at a later date)

Jhank yow to Mrs. Brandy Lewis, Mrs. Leanne
Cripps and their committee of the many parent vol-
unteers for making the

Christmas Turkey Dinner

“with all the trimmings” for

the students and staff such a

tremendous and ‘delicious’

success!

School Council Meeting
Thursday, January 19th
6:30 PM

Thank you

to everyone for your
support of the
Il n Good

Tas

Mark your calendar for:

W

Family Da

St. Francis 2012

Val entineds
Thursday, February 9th,
6:00M 8:00 pm

(more details in



January 2012 Newsletter

St. Francis Xavier

KINSMEN
SKATE-A-THON
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! FUNDRAISER
; February 9, 2012
i

|

|

|

|

|

|

I

I

Funds raised are shared between
St. Francis Xavier School &
The Kinsmen Club of Medicine Hat

Prizes!

- All Funds Raised by the Kinsmen Club of Medicine Hat is used to
: support community projects including:
I

i FREE family skating & swimming;
i the Family Leisure Centre;

| the South Ridge YMCA;

i Medicine Hat College Homecoming; x
i the Medicine Hat Children’s Library;
i The Kinplex — Ice Skating Arenas;

| Medicine Hat Spectrum Festival; and

I Kin Coulee, including NEW beach volley- CAj xm‘-lhl.

| ball courts

Thursdav - February9 6 1:10-3:15P.M. -
: Skate-a-thon. Our school will be participat-
:ing in the Kinsmen Skate-a-thon again this
year Pledge forms will be handed out
Iater in January regarding this event. We
lare encouraglng "flat-rate" pledges ONLY
'rather than "per lap" pledges. Our students
'will all skate on Thursday, February 9th
'from 1:10 - 3:15 P.M. Please encourage
lyour child to get at least one sponsor (they
Iwill then receive a drink and chips for their

I pledge ($5.00 minimum amount).
|

|

i As well as supporting the Kinsmen and the
iprojects they promote (free skating and
iswimming, plus many more), it is also a
fundraiser for the students. It should be
:noted that the school gets a percentage of

[ :
iaII the monies collected at the school level.
: The money is raised for student equipment
and activities. There are great prizes! Stu-

dents should remember to bring their

pledge sheets and any collected money by
Monday, February 6th and their skates on
' Thursday, February 9th. Please have your
'child collect and turn in their money by
Cheques can be pay-

'Tuesday, February 14th.
Lable to St. Francis School.

NAELDICINE HAT OO HOLIC SCHOOOD L ST
EDLICAaAT IO FOOL g Doy T FTomd

rlotice o
oW e Ta LW =T |
Sermnaeral NMleaetimngs

Nrledicime Hat Cathoaolic Schools” Eduacaticom
Foumndatiormn wwill hold €their ASAormnmnouaal Gemneral
NvTeaetirnges om

Tuwuaescdawy
Jd=zmmuary 17, 2002
F OO Pl

at the Board OffFice
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Medicine Hat Catholic
Separate Hegranal Dinveson *20

Medicine Hat Catholic Board of Education

1251 — 1¥ Avenue SW. Medicine Hat, Alberta T1A 8B4
Toll Free 1.866.864.0013

Phone 403.527 2292 www.mhcbe.ab.ca Fax 403.529.0917

December 23, 2011

Dear Parents & Guardians of students within Medicine Hat Catholic Board of Education:

During the past several months, our School Division has been upgrading and consolidating
our Student Information and Reporting System. As part of this process, we have
reviewed the way in which we record and report student absences. Although we have not
changed significantly, what is considered an excusable absence, we have changed the way in
which these absences are electronically recorded.

In order to keep our parent community informed, we wish to share with you the absence
summary utilized in our data base; in particular, when an absence is considered Excusable
and Non-Excusable. Using the Alberta School Act as a guide, the summary of absences
outlines protocol uszed to determine how an absence is recorded. The excerpt below, is the
reference from the Alberta School Act that specifically states what school jurizdictions can
deem excusable absences:

5) Netwithstanding subsection (1), a student is excused from attending school on a day on which the
school is open if
1. the student is unable to attend by reason of sickness or other unavoidable cause;
2. the day is recognized as a religious holiday by the religious denomination fo which the student
belongs;
. the principal of the school has suspended the student from school and the suspension is still in
effect;
4. the student has been expelled firom a school and has not been given permission to enroll in
another school, or;
3. the board or, if the student is enrolled in a private school or resides in an unorganized
territory, the Minister
(1) determines that the parent of the student has shown sufficient cause as ro why the
student should not be required to attend school, and;
(ii) excuses the student from attending school for a prescribed period of time.

g

The Medicine Hat Catholic Board of Education recognizes the above references from the
Alberta School Act and also recognizes additional reasons in which a student’s absence may
be considered excusable. Please review the chart on the following page.

“Showing the Face of Christ to All”
Celebrating 100 Years of Catholic Education 1911—2011



January 2012 Newsletter St. Francis Xavier

Student Attendance Reasons Summary Chart:

The below criteria will be used at all schools within the Medicine Hat Catholic Board
of Education. Some schools may choose to report absence information on progress
reports or report cards.

REASON EXCUSABLE/ NOTES

(as recorded in the software) NON EXCUSABLE

Bereavement EXCUSABLE Includes: A period of compassionate leave, funeral.

Communicable Disease EXCUSABLE Includes: As per Alberta Health Services
(Flu, Mumps, Measles, etc.)

Emergency EXCUSABLE Includes: Emergency. fanuly crisis. Social Services Interven-
tion.

Ilness / Injury EXCUSABLE Includes: Medical appointment that 1s the result of illness or
njury.

School EXCUSABLE Includes: Suvspension, Expulsion, Field Trips, Work
Experience, Extra-curricular school activities, tournaments.

Transportation / Weather EXCUSABLE Includes: Unable to attend due to transportation. This does
not include ‘missing the bus’

Inexcusahle NON-EXCUSABLE | Includes: Missed bus, late, workang, or unknown.

Medical / Dental Appointment | NON-EXCUSABLE | Includes: All appointments not associated with illness or
njury, immmuizations, dental, chiropractic, phyvsical therapy,
ete.

Parental NON-EXCUSABLE | Includes: Parent or Guardian ultimately has control of
absence or late. Includes out of school sports or fine arts
activities, festivals or tournaments not school associated.
Famuily vacations.

Should you have any questions or if vou require additional clarification, please
contact your child’s school directly. Thank you.

Sincerely,

David Leahy
Superintendent of Schools

DL/dd

“Showing the Face of Christ to All”
Celebrating 100 Years of Catholic Education 19112011
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BOARD BULLETIN

December 13, 2011 - MEDICINE HAT CATHOLIC BOARD OF EDUCATION

SRETY [ EA N TR I3[ — The 2011-2012 Organizational
Meeting resulted in the following Board Appointments:
Chair and Vice-Chair Election Results:
- Mr. Peter Grad, acclaimed as Chair of the Board
. Mrs. Jodi Churla, acclaimed as Vice-Chair of the Board
Committee Appointments & Representatives:
. MH Cathaolic Schools' Education Foundation—-Mr. Kelly Van Ham
. Alberta Catholic School Trustees’ Association-Mr. Dick Masteal
. Teacher Board Advisory Committee—Mr. Dick Mastel
. Alberta School Boards Association Zone 6-Nr. Peter Grad
. Support Staff Board Advisory Committee—Mrs. Jodi Churla
. Parent Association Committee-Mrs. Jodi Churla
. Salary Megotiations Committee ATA-Mr. Peter Grad
. Salary Negotiations Committee CUPE-Mr. Dick Mastel
. CUPE Staff Board Advisory Committee—Mr. Kelly Van Ham
. Spiritual Leadership Scholarships Rep BI-Mr. Kelly Van Ham
. Spiritual Leadership Scholarship Rep MH-Mr. Stan Aberle
- Centennial Planning Representative—Mr. Stan Aberle

ST
— Miss Adrianna Hansen from St. Michasl's
School in Bow Island
was recognized for the
“Great Kid Award"” she
received from the
Government of Alberia,
for  her outstanding
contributions  fo  her
community as a
voiunfeer and event
organizer and her
involvement in  charity
work. Adrianna was also the recipient of the Archie MacPhail
Scholarship presented by the Catholic Schocols” Education
Foundation. The Board of Trustees acknowledged Adrianna as
an Ambassador for Catholic Educartion. Congratulations!

GETETE IR - Miss Meredith Van Roessel from St. Michael's
School in Bow Island was
recognized for her charity in
donating her hair to Locks of
Love - a non-profit organization
that provides hairpieces for sick
children who lose their hair due
to medical conditions. On two
separate occasions she donated
14 inches and 9 inches.
Meredith also raised 3600 and
$1,000 respectively for the Terry
Fox Foundation. The Board of Trustees acknowledged Meredith
as an Ambassador for Catholic Education. Congratulations!

TSI - The Board of Trustees recognized the Senior
High “olleyball Team from Monsignor McCoy High Schoaol for
receiving the Silver Medal at the Provincial Championships.
Coaches Mrs. Shonna
Barth and Mrs. Sarah
McDonald and the players
were recognized for their
leadership, dedication and
contribution to the school
community. The Board of
Trustees acknowledged
the coaches & players as
Ambassadors for
Catholic Educartion.

g

In Ficturs 8 Kelly Yan Ham, Adrianna Hansen, Jodi Churla

In Figturs #2: ddrianna Hansen, Dick Mastsl

In Picture - Meredith Yan Roessel & Family, Jodi Churla

I Picture: Monzignor McCoy 3r. Girls Team & Jodi Churla

SIS Y] - Representatives from Mission Mexico were in
attendance 1o present the Board with an overview of the

Our Motto:

"Showing the face of Christ to all.”

-;m'.\"'.- ’ - -
N -

Immersion Retrear attended by a number of division staff at the Cenrtre
for Intercultural Dialogue on Development in Cuernavaca, Mexico. By
providing education to those at the Immersion Refreat, it is the hope that
those same individuals will then return to their own countries to advocate
for the injustices in Mexico. The group thanked the Board for creating the
opportunity to attend; a special thank you was extended for Father Frad
Monk for making it all possibile.

L e S Rl e (ool MRS )] — The Board reviewed the 4

recommendations in the St. Michael's High School Program Review. A
Board Motion was presenied as follows: THAT Administration is
authorized to undertake the Provincial and Board mandated process
in order to assist the Board of Trustees as il considers the closure of
the high school programming at §1. Michael’'s School in Bow Island.
The vote was recorded as follows: in Favor: Peter Grad, Stan Aberle, Jodi
Churla, Dick Mastel, Opposed: Kelly Van Ham. Moving forward, it will now
he the responsibility of the Superintendent of Schools to develop a timeline
io go through the process as outlined in the School Closure Regulation.
The Board stated they are looking for the exploration of different options as
referred to in the review; the Board is interested in researching and
determining the viahility of those options. Due to current issues related to
video-conferencing, the Board noted that no wvidec-conferencing from
Medicine Hat to Bow Island will be offered in the second semester in 2012,

I T (oo MU My i) | — Over utilization continues fo be

an issued at St. Patrick’s School. Beginning in the 2012-2013 school year,
a hard cap will be applied fo cross attendance and registration. That is,
new students who do not live in the natural attendance area will be unable
to register unless there is a sibling that already attends and that sibling will
he at the school the next year; this practice is know as “grandfathering”.

REZONING ST. MICHAEL'S SCHOOL MEDICINE HAT N =R={sk1g]
approved a change in the attendance zone for 3t. Michael's School to
include the area in Crescent Heights East of Division Avenue and North
of 20™ Swreer N.E. including Northlands rezoned to St Francis Xavier
School. St. Michael's School has a fine arts focus and as a result, is open
to all students division-wide, with bhussing provided to eligible students from
all attendance zones. Parents living in this new attendance zone may
continue o send their children to St Michael's School to access the fine
arts program; those parents living in this new attendance zone that are not
interested in the fine arts program will register at 3%. Francis Xavier School.

ENTENNIAL CELEBRATIONS

History Book — The launch of the Centennial
History Book was postponed;, dus  fo
circumstances beyond our control the printing of
the History Book has been delayed. The History
Book Launch will be rescheduled for early 2012.
We regret having to postpone this event; we ask
for your patience.

CENTENHIAL BisHor's Dinner (Juwe 09, 2012)
TickeTs are now on sale. Purchase now and secure a table for
yourself and your family or close friends. Either purchase individually
or become a “Friend of the Cenfennial’ and as a Sponsor, receive
complimentary tickets. Proceeds to: Youth Ministry & the Assisted
Living Project for Priests. Contact the Centennial Office @
403.502.8356.

The next regular Catholic School Board Meeting is RESCHEDULED to
Monday, January 16, 2012 E 6:00 pm & the Cathalic School Board Office,
1251 - I** Avenue SW., Medicine Hat.  Everyone is welcome to attend.

19112011
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Healthy Schools
Healthy Futures

Travel Outside of Canada
International travel can expose you and your family to
infectious diseases not frequently seen in Canada.

Based on your current health, immunization history,
and travel plans, a healthcare provider can assess
your health risks and advise you on immunization
requirements, your need for preventative medication
and how to avoid health risks.

Currently, there is a world-wide risk for red measles.

Please contact your local Public Health office, a
pharmacist specializing in travel health, or your
physician at least six weeks before departure for an
individual health assessment.

Go to www.iravelhealth.gc.ca
for more information.

I'I Alberta Health
Services

Celebrate Family Literacy Day January 27

On Family Literacy Day Canadian families are invited to
spend at least 15 minutes a day reading and learming.
This could be reading a storybook together, playing
word games, singing, writing to family or friends or
assisting with writing out simple things like a grocery
list.

Reading aloud helps children learn listening, vocabulary
and language skills as well developing their imagination
and creativity. Time spent reading together increases a
child's reading skills, increases their sense of security
and gives them a sense of being worthwhile.

To encourage a lifelong reader parents should read to
their child daily, have lots of books around, and to let
your child see you reading.

For more activities families can do to make learning a
part of daily life go to www.FamilyLiteracyDay.ca.

\

Breaking Up is Hard to Do!
National Non-Smoking Week: January 15-21

Most parents hope that their children will choose to
avoid tobacco. For parents who use tobacco, it can
seem difficult to discuss these expectations with their
children. Research indicates that children whose
parents talk to them about smoking are less likely to
start. That is especially true if the parentis a
smoker. Parents are one of the greatest influences in
their kids’ lives and honest conversations about the
risks and consequences of tobacco use can influence
kids™ decisions about smoking.

If you are a smoker and tried to quit at least once
before, tell your child about how difficult it is and why
you wish you could. If you're thinking about quitting
again, or are interested in helping someone else make
changes in tobacco use, there are supports available.

For advice on how to “Break-Up with Tobacco”, visit
www albertaquits.ca or call 1-866-710-QUIT(7848)

What is “Physical Literacy”?
Just as kids need to develop reading and writing, they
also need to develop their physical literacy.

Canada’s Long-Term Athlete Development (LTAD)
program, defines physical literacy as “a sound
foundation of fundamental movement and sports skills”.
It means developing agility, balance, coordination and
speed; being able to move comfortably in different
environments — on the ground or in the water; and
mastering skills like throwing, catching a ball, riding a
bike and skating. “Many children develop good physical
skills by trial-and-error, but many do not,” reports the
LTAD program's Developing Physical Literacy guide for
parents. “Children tell us that not having the skills to
play is one major reason they drop out of physical
activity and organized sport.” With physical literacy,
kids are more likely to be active, and this will help them
stave off health problems such as obesity and chronic
disease.

To find out how to enhance your child’'s physical literacy
go to: www _canadiansportforlife ca

—
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January 2012

Skating Schedule
Kindergarten

At Hockey Hounds Rec. Centre

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat

=]
=]

10 11 12 13 I4
T

10:30—11:30 AM

Dizmizzal from
Hoclkey Hounds Rec.
Centre ar 11:45 AM

[
(=1
]
[

i3 s 17 18 ig

10:30—11:30 AM

Dizmizzal from
Hockey Hounds Rec.
Centre at 11:45 AM

[
[

[
Ly

2 23 24 25 248 7 28
10:30—11:30 AM
Dizmizzal from
Hoclkey Hounds Rec.

Cenire ar 11:45 AM

29 30 )

10:30—11:30 AM
Dismiszzal from
Hockey Hounds Ree.

Cenfre at 1145 AM

51. Francis Xavier

February 2012

Skating Schedule

Kindergarten At Hockey Hounds Rec. Centre
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
E. S 4
3 5 7 = @ [ I
13:30—11:30 AM
Dismizsal from
Hockey Hounds Rec.
Cenrre at 1145 AM
iz 13 14 13 18 T 18
ig 20 21 22 23 24 25
26 27 28 28
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January 2012

Skating Schedule

Grades 1—6 At Hockey Hounds Rec. Centre
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
I 2 3 4 3 & T
3 Q Ig 11 Iz I3 Iq
1:05—2:05 PM 1-:05—2:05 PM
Grade 4 Grade 3
2:05—3:05 PM 2:05—3:05 PM
Grades 1 & 2 Grades J & &
15 g I 18 i 20 )
2:05—3:05 PM 1-:05—2:05 PM
Grades 1 & 2 Grade 3
2:05—3:05 PM
Grades &
22 23 24 25 24 a7 28
1-03—2:05 PM 1-05—2:05 PM
Grade 4 Grade 3
2:053—35:05 PM 2-05—3:05 PM
Grades 1 & 2 Grades 3 & 6
e 30 £
2:05—3:05 PM
Grades 1 & 2

5t. Francis Xavier

=0 . February 2012

Skating Schedule

Grades 1—6 At Hockey Hounds Rec. Centre
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
i 2 3 4
1:05—2:05 PM
Grade 3
2:05—3:05 FM
Grades 6
3 5 7 B @ 10 11
1:05—2:05 PAM Skate-a-thon
Grade 4 1:05—2:05 FM
2:05—3:05 PAM Grade 1, 2 & 3
Grades 1 & 2 2:05—3:03 PM
Grades 4, 3 & 6
Iz i3 14 15 16 17 18
o 20 2 22 23 24 25
26 27 28 29
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Please check “Newsletter” on school web site for more detailed information!

St. Francis Xavier

If vou do not have access to our web site, a copy of the newsletter 1s available.

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
i 2 3 4 hJ a 7
New Tear's Christmas Epiphany
Day < '
@ Break
8 L4 10 11 12 i3 14
Please check Welcome Assembly & Skating
Skating .S'crfm':tfe Back! Ep [P hany
on our website for Student Celeb .ft'
dates & fimeas tudents elebration
Retfurn @ 9:00 AM
L
é%? Skating
15 16 17 18 19 20 21
Skating Hot Lunch Day
Skating
22 23 24 25 20 27 28
Skating Worship Skating FPD-
Wednesday Kindergarten
e 4 - ONLY
@ 10:50 AM | Movie J\:gffr No School
{more defails
at a later
date)
29 30 31
PD/Staff Skating
Meeting
NO SCHOOL
(Preschoel,
Kindergarten

Gr. 1-6)




