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Principal’s Message: 
 
Using Self Control to Change How We Treat Others 

 

I don‘t know how others feel, but I may not have show very much self control during this season of Christmas.  I 

think I had too much turkey and for sure too many sweets as my family celebrated this wonderful season of Christ-

mas.    It certainly was a time to focus on our families and friends and the many blessings given to us by Christ. 

 

This new year brings to us a time of new life with the birth of Jesus.  Many of us start this new year with a resolution.  

This resolution may include doing something for ourselves like exercise or eating better.  It is a promise to do some-

thing different to improve ourselves or those around us.  What a wonderful opportunity it is for us to address some-

thing that will make us a better person and hopefully will fill the buckets of those around us. 

 

Self control is often about how we act and think about ourselves and others in a situation.    It is hard sometimes for us 

to walk in the shoes of those around us.  We forget that others have difficult situations, lives, and experiences very 

different that the lives that we lead.  We need to stop and think about forgiveness, compassion, and care for those 

around us.  Sometimes t our emotions get in the way of respecting ourselves and those around us. 

 

This month we will look at how Christ is our model in dealing with difficult situations.  We will see how using self 

control can indeed fill the bucket of those around us especially in difficult situations.  May our school‘s resolution be 

to fill the buckets of those who are in need of compassion, understanding, and love. 

 

Welcome back to this new year of the light of Christ. 

Staff of St. Francis Xavier School  

 

Newsletters and school information can be obtained from our webpage: http://www.stfrancisxavierschool.ca/ 

 

School Motto:   

“Be great in small things” 

Friday, January 27—PD-Kindergarten ONLY—No School 

Monday, January 30—PD/Staff Meeting Day—NO SCHOOL—(Preschool, Kindergarten, 

Grades 1-6) 

Welcome Back—Monday, January 9th! 

Tuesday, January 10th—Tuesday Morning Assembly & Epiphany Celebration @ 9:00 AM 

Wednesday, January 25th—Worship Wednesday @ 10:50 AM 
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Thank you! 
 

A special thanks to all parents and students for your cards at Christmas time. 

 

Thank you to Mrs. Kozachenko, Mrs. Bueckert and all the staff, students and par-
ents who helped make our Christmas concert a tremendous success.  We are proud 
of all the wonderful talents of each of our students and those who continue to guide 
and inspire them. 

 

More specifically, we would like to especially thank the many people who were 
accommodating and co-operative with regards to the Christmas programs. We 

would also like to thank everyone for their kind generosity as $400.00 
was collected and given to the Salvation Army and $212.40 given to 
Lifeline Haiti.  For the “Shopping Cart Challenge” our students col-
lected 1261 items  of food for the Food Bank.  Donations collected for 
“Mission Mexico” was $96.00 plus $300.00 from the “Green Team” 
(Recycling) for a grand total of $396.00. 

 

I would also like to thank Mrs. Lewis & Mrs. Cripps and  committee (many par-
ents) for their generosity and efforts in making the St. Francis Christmas meal a suc-
cess and truly a wonderful positive event.  You are all wonderful committed parents 
who do make a difference in our school.  Thank you! 

 

Again in closing please be reminded that if you have any ideas or suggestions on 
how to make our school better please don't hesitate to call or drop in for a visit.                   

 

Kelly Wilkinson 

February 20th– 24th  

Family Day Holiday,  

Time-in-lieu and Teachers’ 

Convention  

 

NO SCHOOL 

Patroller  

of the Month 

Shayna Leith 
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Thank you to all students and parents who brought food, donated 
money, coats and a variety of other items prior to Christmas to help 

those in need.  Your generosity and kindness will be rewarded by the 

Christ-child .   
 

Congratulations to all of our students for their great work during our 

“Shopping Cart Challenge” to help the needy in our community.  Students 

brought in 1261 food items for the food bank.  Also Congratulations to 

the grade 1 class who have won the chance to throw snowballs at their 
teacher and the principal.  Hopefully in January we will get lots of snow 

for this event.   Thank you and may you receive many blessings for your 

acts of kindness to strangers.  

 

Thanks once again to Mr. Livingston from Safeway (Crescent Heights) for 
loaning us the shopping carts and donating grocery packages.   

Knights of Columbus, #1732 Dean Fitzpatrick Council  

Basketball Free Throw Competition 

Ages 10 to 14 

 

More information will be  available in January! 
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School Council Activities for ―January‖ 

Each month is filled with many activities from hot lunch days and or other numerous activities that your School 

Council organizes for your children.  If you are able to volunteer and help the School Council with any of the 

activities listed, please call.  We wish to thank all the parents for their continued support and co-operation 

throughout the school year—this truly makes our school community a ―Circle of Friends‖.  Have a safe and 

wonderful ―January‖! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

School Council  Meeting 

Thursday, January 19th 

6:30 PM  

January Hot Lunch Day: 

 

January 19th   

Thank You! 

Thank you School Parent Council 

from the students and staff  for your 

assistance in purchasing 3 sets of 

―Kurling‖ Rocks & 

Sheets for our Phys. 

Ed. Program.  Some of 

our classes have al-

ready had the opportu-

nity to ―curl‖ and have had lots of fun!  

Thank you  

to everyone for your  

support of the 

“In Good Taste” orders!  

 

 Mark your calendar for:  

St. Francis 2012  

Valentineõs Family Dance  

Thursday, February 9th,  

6:00ñ8:00 pm  

(more details in òFebruaryõ Newsletter) Thank you  to Mrs. Brandy Lewis, Mrs. Leanne 

Cripps and their committee of the many parent vol-

unteers for making the 

Christmas Turkey Dinner 

―with all the trimmings‖ for 

the students and staff such a 

tremendous and ‗delicious‘ 

success!    

Thursday, January 26 

Movie Night 

 

(more details at a later date) 



January 2012 Newsletter     St. Francis Xavier      Page 5 

KINSMEN 

SKATE-A-THON 

 

                      

FUNDRAISER 

February 9, 2012 
 

Funds raised are shared between  

St. Francis Xavier School &  

The Kinsmen Club of Medicine Hat  
 

 

   Prizes!  

 

All Funds Raised by the Kinsmen Club of Medicine Hat is used to 

support community projects including: 
 

FREE family skating & swimming; 

the Family Leisure Centre; 

the South Ridge YMCA; 

Medicine Hat College Homecoming; 

the Medicine Hat Children‘s Library; 

The Kinplex – Ice Skating Arenas; 

Medicine Hat Spectrum Festival; and 

Kin Coulee, including NEW beach volley-

ball courts  

Thursday - February 9 ð1:10 - 3:15 P.M. - 

Skate-a-thon.  Our school will be participat-
ing in the Kinsmen Skate-a-thon again this 
year.  Pledge forms will be handed out  
later in January regarding this event.  We 
are encouraging "flat-rate" pledges ONLY 
rather than "per lap" pledges. Our students 
will all skate on Thursday, February 9th 
from 1:10 - 3:15 P.M.  Please encourage 
your child to get at least one sponsor (they 
will then receive a drink and chips for their 

pledge ($5.00 minimum amount). 

 

As well as supporting the Kinsmen and the 
projects they promote (free skating and 
swimming, plus many more), it is also a 
fundraiser for the students.  It should be 
noted that the school gets a percentage of 
all the monies collected at the school level.  
The money is raised for student equipment 
and activities.  There are great prizes! Stu-
dents should remember to bring their 
pledge sheets and any collected money by 
Monday, February 6th and their skates on 
Thursday, February 9th.  Please have your 
child collect and turn in their money by 
Tuesday, February 14th.   Cheques can be pay-

able to St. Francis School. 
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