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Principal’s Message: 

 
The Christ Child, The Messiah -  Hope for the World Is Upon Us 

 

Giving Hope to Others Can Fill Many Buckets During this Season 

 

As we walked into the living room we could see a small Christmas tree decorated with a few strands of tinsel and a couple 
of ornaments.  Beneath it was a bare floor that probably would only see dead pine needles and the smallest of gifts.  
Surely Christmas could not pass by this family with small children?  The proud smile from dad hid the fact that his sick 
wife was unable to work to make ends meet. 

 

As the students carried the boxes from the food hamper to the kitchen, three small children gathered round with great 
excitement.  How could bringing a few dozen cans of soup, noodles, and vegetables cause such a fuss?  The students 
started to realize that life for others may not be so easy. 

 

As we handed the father a small turkey, tears began to fill in his eyes.  With all of his strength he choked out a small 
“thank you very much, God bless you all”.  We gave him a few boxes of food but on this day we were given the greatest 
gift of the season.   For many of us, hope was born that day in a small house.  Our students recognized that they could 
give hope, a family recognized the care that others could give, and we all recognized that with a small amount of effort, 
the light of Christ could shine in all of us. 

 

During this season of Advent, we are challenged to give hope to those around us in many ways.  Whether we take time to 
write a letter to a lonely relative, drop off a food item at church or school, or say a prayer for those in great need, we can 
fill a person’s bucket with hope and faith.  May our thoughts, actions, and prayers bring hope to ourselves, our neighbors, 
and those in need during this blessed season. 

 

The staff of St. Francis Xavier School would like to wish all of our families a very blessed Advent and Christmas season.  
May Christ fill your homes with great comfort, love,  and care as we celebrate the birth of our Savior. 

 

May God bless you with safe travels, special family times, and great joy as we welcome the light of the Christmas season. 

 

God Bless 

Staff of St. Francis Xavier School    
 

Newsletters and school information can be obtained from our webpage:  
http://www.stfrancisxavierschool.ca/ 

 

School Motto:   

“Be great in small things” 
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   A reminder to the Kindergarten 

students to return their “Report Card 

&   Envelope” as soon as possible. 

Principal’s Message: 

 I would like to take this opportunity to wish eve-

ryone in the St. Francis Xavier School Family a safe and 

wonderful Christmas.   I would also like to thank parents 

for their support throughout the past four months.  I look 

forward to working with each of you in the months to 

come.   

I would also like to take this opportunity to re-

mind you of some of the special events that will be happen-

ing prior to the Christmas holidays: 

 

1. Advent celebrations - Tuesdays, Wednesdays & 

Thursdays at 9:00 AM. 

2. December 1st—Hot Lunch Day 

3. December 1st—Parent-Teacher Conferences—by 

request - starting at 4:00 PM. 

4. December 2nd—St. Francis Day activities 

(Kindergarten & Grade 1 students make Christmas 

cards for the seniors at St. Joseph’s Home). 

5. December 2nd—IDPD (International Day Persons 

with Disabilities) presentations—Grades 1-6—PM. 

6. December 9th—Advent Mass (11:00 AM) and Dinner 

(12:00 Noon)-BOTH at St. Patrick’s Church. 

7. December 15th—School Council Meeting at 6:30 

PM—Everyone welcome to attend! 

8. December 15th—Hot Lunch Day 

9. December 21st - Christmas Concert rehearsal 

(Students in Grades 1-6, please bring your lunch - 

AM & PM at the Dream Centre). 

10. December 21st - Christmas concert—ONE perform-

ance ONLY at 7:00 PM at 

the Dream Centre—NO 

TICKETS REQUIRED. 

11. T h u r s d a y ,  D e c e mb e r 

22nd—last day for Pre-

school. 

12. Students will be dis-

missed at 11:55 AM on 

Friday, December 23rd.  

Busses will be here  at 

that time. 

RE:  Staff Gifts 

We would like to encourage anyone who is think-

ing of buying a gift for a staff member this year to 

make a donation to a charity of your choice.   

Although the gifts have been greatly appreciated, 

we feel as a staff that there are 

significant needs in our commu-

nity, where your generosity would 

be more beneficial. 

Teachers and Staff as a whole 

want to make a difference; this 

kind of move will do just that!" 

 

Christmas Concert—

Wednesday, December 21st:  

 

NO TICKETS REQUIRED —EVERYONE 

WELCOME TO ATTEND! 

 

There will ONLY BE ONE Christmas Program 

on Wednesday, December 21st - an evening 

program at 7:00 PM at the DREAM CENTER 

(1714 Saamis Dr NW).  Students are asked to 

meet their teacher/class in the foyer/lobby no 

later than 6:40 PM.  The students will then sit 

with their class  at the back of the Dream Centre—please  observe the re-

served seating for the classes.  Thank you! 

 

 On the morning of Wednesday, December 21st the students will be bussed to 

the Dream Centre for a ―rehearsal‖ that is for STUDENTS ONLY.   

 

Rehearsal for Kindergarten students will be from 9:15 –10:30 AM.   

 

Students  (Grades 1-6) are asked to bring their lunch as their rehearsal will 

from 9:30 to 2:30 PM. Students will return to school by 2:45 PM. 

 

For this year’s Christmas Concert:  Kindergarten and Grades 1 - 6—  ALL 

students will be staring in a country and western play called, Christ-
mas at Bethlehem Gulch.  Students are to wear a white top and 
blue jeans (no cowboy hats). Bandana's have been purchased for 

each student and will be given to them the night of the concert.  

Just a reminder- There will be a collection at the evening of the Christmas 

concert.  All proceeds will go to the Salvation Army. 

 

Monday - January 9th -Students return to school. 

 

Please claim any "Lost & Found" items that may belong to your child. 

 

 

Patroller  

of the Month  

Keeri -Aunnah Bajnok  



December 2011 Newsletter     St. Francis Xavier      Page 3 

Caring Coats Campaign  

Thank you to all parents who have contributed to this campaign. Thank you for giving and sharing.  
Your caring is your gift of Love to a stranger.  

Food Bank Donations 

Throughout  the first part of 

Advent, (December 1st - 14th) 

students of St. Francis Xavier 

are encouraged to support the 

Medicine Hat Food Bank by par-

ticipating in the òShopping Cart 

Challengeó.  A shopping cart 

will be placed in each class-

room.  Thank you as well to 

Crescent 

Heights 

Safeway 

for the 

use of 

their 

shopping 

carts. 

For your information:  Parent link Center    Newsletter:   http://www.parentlinkcentre.com/nav/docs/   

Food Drive 2011  

St. Francis Xavier School will once again be collecting non-perishable food items from De-

cember 1stð14th for the Food Bank.  Classes will compete in a ñShopping Cart Challengeò 

during the weeks that we  collect.  The ñFood Bank Wish Listò of non-perishable items is as 

follows: 

Jam    

Peanut Butter 

One-Dish Meals 

Chef Boyardee 

Chunky Soup/Soups 

Canned Stew 

Beans 

Canned Meat 

Canned Fruit 

Canned Vegetables 

Toothpaste 

Toilet Paper 

Thank you in advance for your support and continuing to be ñA Circle of Friendsò.  

Library & Book Return Schedule   

All books must be returned to the library by Friday, December 16th.           
   

  Your support is very much appreciated. 

Thank You! 

On behalf of the students and staff, I wish to thank the Fellowship of St. Francis Xavier School Parent Council 

for their generous donation allowing us to purchase 132 more books for the library! 

Sincerely,     Mrs. Lori Weisgerber 

 

Each book that was purchased will have a ñrecognitionò tag inserted inside on the title page with the following message:  

 
This book was generously donated by 

The Fellowship of St. Francis Xavier 

School Parent Council ñDec. - 2011  

http://www.parentlinkcentre.com/nav/docs/OCT06NEWS.pdf
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Mission Mexico 

St. Francis Xavier School is once again supporting Mission Mexico.  Students are 

asked to donate $1.00 each to support  the building of schools and promoting education 

in the poorest areas of Mexico.  Any donations are welcome.  The last day we will ac-

cept donations is December 12th. 
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School Council Activities for ―December‖ 

Each month is filled with many activities from hot lunch days and or other numerous activities that your 

School Council organizes for your children.  If you are able to volunteer and help the School Council with 

any of the activities listed, please call.  We wish to thank all the parents for their continued support and co-

operation throughout the school yearðthis truly makes our school community a ñCircle of Friendsò.  Have 

a safe and wonderful ñDecemberò! 

 

   
 From  

Fellowship of St. Francis Xavier School 

Executive and Committee Members 

Thursday, December 15thñSchool Council Meeting with Christmas Social (Parents) at 6:30 PM 

Everyone welcome to attend! 

―December‖ Hot Lunch Days 

Grades 1-6 

-Thursday— December 1st 

-Thursday—December 15th  

Advent Mass and Christmas Dinner 

St. Patrickõs Church 

Friday, December 9, 2011 

Advent Mass at 11:00 AM  

Christmas Dinner at 12:00 Noon (St. Patrickõs Church Hall) 

for St. Francis Xavier School Students & Staff  

Christmas Dinner, our traditional "fancy, sit-down, Christmas Dinner" of turkey and all the 

trimmings for the students and staff will be held at 12:00 Noon at St. Patrick's Church Hall.  The 

students will attend Advent Mass at 11:00 AM and then stay for the dinner.  This dinner is the 

result of a great deal of planning and hard work by the parents.  It is really appreciated and 

looked forward to by the students and staff. The work of the parents is certainly appreciated.  This 

meal will be our meal together before the Christmas break. Please contact Brandy Lewis (527-

3403) if you can volunteer or donate items that will be required for the success of this Event.   

More detailed information can be found in òNovemberó newsletter.   

Please volunteer! 

Reminder 
YEARBOOKS (2010-2011) 

Yearbooks, as soon as they are ready, will be distributed 

to the students.  Thank you! 

ôMystery Centennial Surprise Boxó Fundraiser -Thank You! 

Thank you to everyone for your donation (we met our goal of $2,500.00) and your continued sup-

port throughout the school year!  As a special treat in achieving our goal,  all the students from 

Grades 1-6 will be bussed to the Family Leisure Centre on Thursday, December 22nd at 12:45 PM 

(bring your lunch).  The students can enjoy an afternoon of swimming & funñthen will be bussed 

back to school by 2:30 PM.   Parent volunteers will be needed to assist with the students in 

grades 1 & 2.  The Kindergarten students will receive a òswim passó to the Family Leisure Centre.  

Thank You!   

The School Council wishes to thank everyone for a successful ñIn Good Tasteò fundraiser.   
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