ST. FRANCIS XAVIER SCHOOL December 2011

PHONE: 403-527-7223

FAX: 403-527-7285

School Moetteo:

“Be great in small things™

Principal’s Message:

The Christ Child, The Messiah - Hope for the World Is Upon Us

Giving Hope to Others Can Fill Many Buckets During this Season

As we walked into the living room we could see a small Christmas tree decorated with a few strands of tinsel and a couple
of ornaments. Beneath it was a bare floor that probably would only see dead pine needles and the smallest of gifts.
Surely Christmas could not pass by this family with small children? The proud smile from dad hid the fact that his sick
wife was unable to work to make ends meet.

As the students carried the boxes from the food hamper to the kitchen, three small children gathered round with great
excitement. How could bringing a few dozen cans of soup, noodles, and vegetables cause such a fuss? The students
started to realize that life for others may not be so easy.

As we handed the father a small turkey, tears began to fill in his eyes. With all of his strength he choked out a small
“thank you very much, God bless you all”. We gave him a few boxes of food but on this day we were given the greatest
gift of the season. For many of us, hope was born that day in a small house. Our students recognized that they could
give hope, a family recognized the care that others could give, and we all recognized that with a small amount of effort,
the light of Christ could shine in all of us.

During this season of Advent, we are challenged to give hope to those around us in many ways. Whether we take time to
write a letter to a lonely relative, drop off a food item at church or school, or say a prayer for those in great need, we can
fill a person’s bucket with hope and faith. May our thoughts, actions, and prayers bring hope to ourselves, our neighbors,
and those in need during this blessed season.

The staff of St. Francis Xavier School would like to wish all of our families a very blessed Advent and Christmas season.
May Christ fill your homes with great comfort, love, and care as we celebrate the birth of our Savior.

May God bless you with safe travels, special family times, and great joy as we welcome the light of the Christmas season.

God Bless

Staff of St. Francis Xavier School

Newsletters and school information can be obtained from our webpage:
http://www.stfrancisxavierschool.ca/

318 — 8th St. N. E. Medicine Hat, AB T1A 5R6 kelly.wilkinson@mhcbe.ab.ca www.stfrancisxavierschool.ca/
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L Y L A reminder to the Kindergarten
' g Mﬂ' students to return their “Report Card

& Envelope” as soon as possible.

Principal’s Message:

I would like to take this opportunity to wish eve-
ryone in the St. Francis Xavier School Family a safe and
wonderful Christmas. I would also like to thank parents
for their support throughout the past four months. I look
forward to working with each of you in the months to
come.

I would also like to take this opportunity to re-
mind you of some of the special events that will be happen-
ing prior to the Christmas holidays:

1. Advent celebrations - Tuesdays, Wednesdays &
Thursdays at 9:00 AM.

2. December 1st—Hot Lunch Day

3. December 1st—Parent-Teacher Conferences—by
request - starting at 4:00 PM.

4. December 2nd—St. Francis Day activities
(Kindergarten & Grade 1 students make Christmas
cards for the seniors at St. Joseph’s Home).

5. December 2nd—IDPD (International Day Persons
with Disabilities) presentations—Grades 1-6—PM.

6. December 9th—Advent Mass (11:00 AM) and Dinner
(12:00 Noon)-BOTH at St. Patrick’s Church.

7. December 15th—School Council Meeting at 6:30
PM—Everyone welcome to attend!

8. December 15th—Hot Lunch Day

9. December 21st - Christmas Concert rehearsal
(Students in Grades 1-6, please bring your lunch -
AM & PM at the Dream Centre).

10. December 21st - Christmas concert—ONE perform-
ance ONLY at 7:00 PM at
the Dream Centre—NO
TICKETS REQUIRED.

11. Thursday, December
22nd—Ilast day for Pre-
school.

12. Students will be dis-
missed at 11:55 AM on
Friday, December 23rd.
Busses will be here at
that time.

RE: Staff Gifts

We would like to encourage anyone who is think-
ing of buying a gift for a staff member this year to
make a donation to a charity of your choice.

Although the gifts have been greatly appreciated,
we feel as a staff that there are
significant needs in our commu-
nity, where your generosity would
be more beneficial.

Teachers and Staff as a whole
want to make a difference; this
kind of move will do just that!"

Christmas Concert—
Wednesday, December 21st:

NO TICKETS REQUIRED —EVERYONE
WELCOME TO ATTEND!

There will ONLY BE ONE Christmas Program
on Wednesday, December 21st - an evening
program at 7:00 PM at the DREAM CENTER
(1714 Saamis Dr NW). Students are asked to
meet their teacher/class in the foyer/lobby no
later than 6:40 PM. The students will then sit
with their class at the back of the Dream Centre—please observe the re-
served seating for the classes. Thank you!

On the morning of Wednesday, December 21st the students will be bussed to
the Dream Centre for a “rehearsal” that is for STUDENTS ONLY.

Rehearsal for Kindergarten students will be from 9:15 -10:30 AM.

Students (Grades 1-6) are asked to bring their lunch as their rehearsal will
from 9:30 to 2:30 PM. Students will return to school by 2:45 PM.

For this year’s Christmas Concert: Kindergarten and Grades 1 - 6— ALL
students Will be staring in a country and western play called, Christ-
mas at Bethlehem Gulch. Students are to wear a white top and
blue jeans (no cowboy hats). Bandana's have been purchased for
each student and will be given to them the night of the concert.

Just a reminder- There will be a collection at the evening of the Christmas
concert. All proceeds will go to the Salvation Army.

Monday - January 9th -Students return to school.

Please claim any "Lost & Found'' items that may belong to your child.

Patroller
of the Month
Keeri -Aunnah Bajnok
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Seasons Greetings

Thank you to all parents who have contributed to this campaign. Thank you for giving and sharing.
Your caring is your gift of Love to a stranger.

Caring Coats Campaign .QV)\

Food Bank Donations Food Drive 2011
- St. Francis Xavier School will once again be collecting non-perishable food items from De-
Throughout the first part of cemberIstd 14t h for the Food Bank. Cl asses

Advent, (December 1st - 14th)
students of St. Francis Xavier
are encouraged to support the
Medicine Hat Food Bank by par-
ticipating in the
Chall engeb6. A sho
will be placed in each class-
room. Thank you as well to
Crescent

during the weeks that we C 0 lpérighablt items is Ash
follows:

e Jam

Peanut Butter

[ )
Shop p.i '8)11% Dlsgﬁeals
ping c

t
Chef Boyardee
e Chunky Soup/Soups

e  (Canned Stew

Heights * Beans
Safeway e  Canned Meat

for the e  Canned Fruit

use of e  (Canned Vegetables
their

shopping ( e Toothpaste
carts. e  Toilet Paper

Thank you in advance for your supp

ort

Library & Book Return Schedule
All books must be returned to the library by Friday, December 16th.

\f%/’ Your support is very much appreciated. (\~/"E
Q/ Thank You! Q/

for their generous donation allowing us to purchase 132 more books for the library!

Sincerely, Mrs. Lori Weisgerber

This book was generously donated by
The Fellowship of St. Francis Xavier
School Parent Council i Dec. -2011

On behalf of the students and staff, | wish to thank the Fellowship of St. Francis Xavier School Parent]Cour

Each book that was purchased wil!/l have a fArecognitiolno

For your information: Parent link Center Newsletter: http://www.parentlinkcentre.com/nav/docs/



http://www.parentlinkcentre.com/nav/docs/OCT06NEWS.pdf
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N Mission Mexico
\<“ \ St. Francis Xavier School is once again supporting Mission Mexico. Students are

asked to donate $1.00 each to support the building of schools and promoting education
in the poorest areas of Mexico. Any donations are welcome. The last day we will ac-
cept donations is December 12th.

Office of the Catholic Bishop of the Diocese of Calgary

MISSION MEXICO DAY 2011 DECLARATION

MNovember 8, 2011
My Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ:

Almost twelve years ago, the people of our diocese responded to the humanitarian needs of the
some of our world's poorest of the poor by launching Mission Mexico, our dioccesan outreach
project to marginalized mountain communities in the State of Guerrero in southern Mexico.

Through this grass-roots initiative, in partnership with accountable on-site Church-related
agencies, our parishioners have funded a wide variety of health, education and human rights
initiatives, including clean-water and sanitation projects, construction of a high school and
student residences, and student bursaries. We have also cooperated with an ecumenical
Christian retreat centre south of Mexico City in providing hands-on oppaortunities for parishioners
from our diocese to have a personal, awareness-raising experience of God's presence in the
struggle for justice among Latin America’s poor.

Has it made a difference?

Absolutely, says Mission Mexico’'s on-site project coordinator, Paty Gasca. “People have smiles
on their faces now. They have hope!” she says.

The widely recognized human rights champion, Abel Barrera Hernandez, agrees. He recently
wrote: “lt is very satisfying to be able to say that . . . Mission Mexico has achieved the wonderful
goal of being a Church initiative in the service of those brothers and sisters in most need.” It
“gives life and meaning to the people of our region.”

| am grateful to all in our diocese who have had a part in this outreach. Over the next few
weeks, Fr. Fred Monk, founder and director of Mission Mexico, will be sending you more
information on how you can continue to be part of this important missionary work.

Once again, | am declaring December 12, the Feast of Our Lady of Guadalupe, "Mission Mexico

Day" in the Diocese of Calgary. Donations may be made through your parish collection on
December 11 or at participating schools on December 12.

Wishing you all the best, | remain,

Sincerely yours in Christ,

+FB Henry
Bishop of Calgary

CATHOLIC PASTORAL CENTRE
Suite 209, 120 — 17 Ave SW. -« Calgary, Alberta, Canada T2S 2T2
Telephone: (403) 218-5526 Facsimile: (403) 264-0272
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' School Council Activities for “December”

! Each month is filled with many activities from hot lunch days and or other numerous activities that your

! School Council organizes for your children. If you are able to volunteer and help the School Council with

! any of the activities listed, please call. We wish to thank all the parents for their continued support and co-

| operation throughout the schoolyeard t hi s truly makes our school

‘a safe and wonder f ul fiDecember 0!
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Seasons Greetings !
From :

Fellowship of St. Francis Xavier School [
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[ Thursday, December 1AttSchool Council Meeting with Christmas Social (Parents) at 6:30 PM:
| Everyone welcome to attend! '
|

[

[

|

|

|

[

|

|

Thank You!
The School Council wishes to thank everyphe f

“December” Hot Lunch Days Reminder

|

|

|

Grades 1-6 YEARBOOKS (2010-2011) !

-Thursday— December 1st Yearbooks, as soon as they are ready, will be distributed : !
|

|

|

-Thursday—December 15th to the students. Thank you!

Mystery Centenni al Sur-phinkivyod € Box0O F

Thank you to everyone for your donation (we met our goal of $2,500.00) and your continued sup-
port throughout the school year! As a special treat in achieving our goal, all the students from
Grades 1-6 will be bussed to the Family Leisure Centre on Thursday, December 22nd at 12:45 PM
| (bring your lunch). The students can enjoy an afternoon of swimming & funfi then will be bussed
back to school by 2:30 PM. Parent volunteers will be needed to assist with the students in
grades 1 & 2. The Kindergarten students wil/ r!ecei

i
Advent Mass and Christmas Dinner :
St. Patrickds Church |

i

i

i

Friday, December 9, 2011

Advent Mass at 11:00 AM

Christmas Dinnerat 12: 00 Noon (St. Patriick:

for St. Francis Xavier School Students & Staff |

Christmas Dinner, our traditional "fancy, sit-down, Christmas Dinner" of turkey and all the
trimmings for the students and staff will be held at 12:00 Noon at St. Patrick's Church Hall. The
students will attend Advent Mass at 11:00 AM and then stay for the dinner. This dinner is the
result of a great deal of planning and hard work by the parents. It is really appreciated and
looked forward to by the students and staff. The work of the parents is certainly appreciated. This
meal will be our meal together before the Christmas break. Please contact Brandy Lewis (527-
3403) if you can volunteer or donate items that will be required for the success of this Event.

More detailed information can be found

Please volunteer! i
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November 28, 2011
Dear Parent,

(reat things are happening in Alberta’s classrooms. Since 1999, the Alberta Initiative for School
Improvement (AISI) has been at the forefront of encouraging and promoting creativity and innovation in
Alberta schools. AISI supports projects that focus on student engagement, inquiry, critical thinking, 21st
century learning, assessment, differentiated instruction, literacy, life-long learning, and much more. Every
3 years, school divisions build AISI projects to help meet the needs of our students.

Planning for the next project has begun. On November 27", 2011, a presentation was made to the
Parent Association highlighting the impact of AISI in Medicine Hat Catholic schools and the importance of
engaging you, the parent, to contribute to the next project. A representative from the Parent Association
will now be sharing this process with School Councils. We are asking you to also become involved as your
perspective will provide us with valuable information,

Ideas will be gathered through an e-mail process called Thoughtstream®. This process recognizes
that you are busy; therefore you can choose when to participate. The entire process will take from five to
ten minufes to complete.

What do you need to do?

1. Express your interest by emailing jill.wilkinson(@mhebe.ab.ca

2. Then, you will receive an e-mail from Jill Wilkinson requesting your participation by clicking on
a link,

3. Next, you will have three questions to respond to.

4, Finally, a subsequent e-mail will include participants’ suggestions and will allow you to prioritize

the ideas that you feel are most valuable,

Your contribution is important. Please consider participating in this process. Be assured that any
personal information gathered is used only for contact purposes and will not be shared in compliance with
the Freedom of Information and Privacy Protection Act. Should you have any questions, please contact me
at the phone number below.

Thanks very much,

Jill Wilkinson

AISI Coordinator

Medicine Hat Catholic Board of Education

jill.wilkinson(@mhcbe.ab.ca
403-502-8353



December 2011 Newsletter

St. Francis Xavier

BOARD BULLETIN

November 2011 - MEDICINE HAT CATHOLIC BOARD OF EDUCATION

Our Motto:

Note: The Movember 08, 2011 Board meeting was broadcast via
video-conference to 3t. Michael's School Bow Island to allow the
parenis in Bow Island to gather in the school library to hear the
High School Program Review presented by the ASBA Consultant.

-Mother Teresa School representatives, Mrs.
Candy Neuman, Mrs, Kim Rae and Mrs. Barb Moll gave a
presentation on the Morher Teresa School Peace Garden
Project. This project involved many of the studenis with a goal of
creating a designated space for their school community to gather
to remember those that have fought for our freedom. The
stonework was graciously donated by Medicine Hat Monumenial
along with lots of hard work from parents and volunteers and
students. Poppies will he planted to complete the project. A
dedication plague accompanies the display.

— Mrs. Monica Braat, a Teacher from St
Michael's School MH highlighted the Learning Assistance
Program; in particular the integration of students into the regular
classroom. The goal of transitioning students to Monsignor McCoy
High School has been realized, and has not only been a huge
henefit o the students transitioning, but has created many
opportunities and benefited students at the high school. Alhough
most students will reguire life-long care, our goal is to give them a
voice to have control over their lives. Through the Acrtion on
Inclusion Initiative, the goal is an autonomy continuum for the
student; by developing a communication sysiem, enhancing
literacy skills, increasing social interactions and life experiences.

PRESENTATION — ST. MICHAEL'S SCHOOL BOW ISLAND
HIGH SCHOOL PROGRAM REVIEW U g1y i [« 111 MLt =1
Consultant presented the High School Program Review for St
Michael's School in Bow Island. The scope of the work included:
interviews with students, parents, staff and community members;
comparisons of schoolsiprograms in the province that are
comparable in size; program and instructional considerations and
community, transportation and financial considerations.  Ovwverall
four recommendations were presented. The Board scheduled a
Town Hall Meeting on Wednesday, November 30, 2011 in Bow
Island at 51. Michael's School to discuss the recommendations
at length and a moving forward strategy.

EEE T EITITES] - Four members from the Board and Senior
Administration attended the Premier's Dinner held in Medicine Hat
on October 20, 2011, 1t was an excellent evening hosted by the
new Premier of Alberta, Mrs. Alison Redford.

ElLclel VIS — Four members from the Board and

Administration attended the Bishop’s Dinner in Calgary on October
13, 2011. The Bishop spoke about the dignity of human life and
the growing issue of elder care. PFroceeds from the event will
support an Assisted Liwving Project for Priesfs and the Father
Lacombe Health Care Foundation.

- Administrative Procedure 423-
Graduate Studies has been revised to include the opportunity for
non-certificated staff 1o access division funds in order 1o earn
Diplomas and Certificates. The AP is renamed: “Siudies
Incentive Program”™ and is effective immediaiely.

-Admimistrative  Procedure  360-Student Evaluation s being
completely revised to reflect the Division's work in Assessment
through the AISI project.

RPN R U S (=) (6 — The Board of Trustees

and Senior Administration held a parent meeting at St. Pawrick’s
School on November 01, 2011 to review the resulis of the survey
administered earlier in the month. The survey results indicated
that parents overall, would not be favorable to changes in
rezoning the boundaries for 5t. Pafrick’s School to bring the
utilization down at the school. About 75 parenis attend the
meeting which was an excellent turnout. The parenis were
informed that a recommendation will be presented for
consideration at the December 13, 2011 Board Meeting.

"Showing the face of Christ to all."

-»‘b‘ ’ YN
- £ S

OMMUNITY RELIGIOUS EDUCATION MEETINGRERYIT-I-T1VE]
community religious education meeting was held. Representatives from
the Board, Senior Adminisiration, Knights of Columbus, Legion of Mary,
Catholic Women's League, Father Philip and Youth Ministry were in
attendance. Discussion focused on Sacramental Preparation; Bill 18 and a
Catholic Girls' League being started ly the CWL.

.y (olN T Snlior-Nulel BRIV T0RY — Envelopes were circulated on

Catholic Education Sunday, November 06, 2011 in all Catholic Parishes
province-wide. Proceeds to: St Mary's University College and St. Joseph's
Seminary; proceeds for Medicine Hat will support Youth Ministry.

NGNS VTS EEIDIE - The Board of Trustees
approved the Audited Financial Statement as of Augusrt 31, 2071 and
the Fall Operating Budger for 2011-.2072. Copies of the financial
documents are available on the division website at www.mhche.ab.ca or
upon request at the Catholic School Board Office.

=i
ENTENNIAL CELEBRATIONS

Centennial Flag Raising

Monday, November 28, 2071 —
As a continuation of our 100™ birthday
celebration, a division-wide centennial flag raising
event was planned at each school in Medicine
Hat & Bow Island; event times varied by school 19112011
The 1:00 pm. ceremony at central office was
open to all. This is again an opportunity to acknowledge our past,
celebrate the present and look forward to the blessings our future
holds for us.
History Book Launch — The Centennial History Book Committee
proudly announces the details for the History Book Launch:
Location: St. Mary’s School, 155 - 11" St SW
Date: Monday, December 19, 2011
Time: 1:30 — 3:30 pm
Program: 2:00 pm

. Introductions

. History Book - “Telling the story of Catholic education”

. Presentations

. Student Choir

. Cake cutting ceramany
History Books will be on-sale that afternoon at $40.Please join us.
CENTENNIAL BisHor's DinNeER (June 08, 2012) TickeTs are now on
sale. Purchase now and secure a tahle for yourself and your family or
close friends. Either purchase individually or become a “Friend of the
Centennial” and as a Sponsor, receive complimentary fickets.
FProceeds to.  Youth Ministry & a Retirement Residence for Priests.
Sponsorship opportunities are sfill available, contact Mr. Stan
Aberle, Board Member & Centennial Committee Rep. 403.873.7422.

RS
The Board of Trustees and Senior Administration
extend warm blessings for the Holy Season.

Wishing all of you a blessed Advent Season... may
O your fizarts be filled with joy, love and peace
—"3‘ Wl during AL time of preparation and anticipation.

The next regular Catholic School Board Meeting is Tuesday, December 13, 2011 2
8:00 pmn @ the Catholic School Board Office, 1251 - IF* Avenue SW., Medicine Hat.

Everyone is welcome to attend.
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Healthy Schools
Healthy Futures

Distracted Driving

On Sept. 1 2011, the distracted Driving Law came
into effect making it illegal for drivers to use hand-held
cell phones, to text or email, or use electronic devices
while driving. Distracted driving is potentially as
dangerous as impaired driving and is much more
common.

Before you start driving:
s Adjust dashboard and electronic controls

« Tum off your cell phone and tell everyone for
safety reasons, you will no longer answer calls
or text messages or emails while driving.

¢ Deal with distractions such as putting on make-
up, reading and grooming.

Stay focused while driving:

« |f you have to make a phone call, do so at a
rest area, when you stop for gas or a bathroom

I.I Alberta Health
B Services

Tis the Season to be Healthy

In the holiday season, treats seem to be everywhere.
Here are some quick tips to promote a healthy holiday
season for your family:

Store treats until snack or meal time. Your child is
more likely to nibble throughout the day if treats are left
out in the open. Keep them away in a cupboard,
refrigerator or out of sight.

Offer regular meals and snacks. Offer healthy food
choices at regular times throughout the day. This will
help to satisfy your child’s appetite so they do not eat
too many holiday treats.

Slow down and taste the food. Encourage your child
to fill his/her plate and sit down to enjoy the food. Teach
your child to enjoy small amounts of special holiday
foods along with regular healthy choices.

For more information check out these nutrition pages:
http://www_albertahealthservices.ca/2925.asp

N

break. Vehicles are not permitted to park on
the shoulder of a provincial highway except in
an emergency.

Visit: www _saferoads.ca for more information.

Have a Happy, Healthy, and
Safe Holiday Season
From the
Comprehensive
School Health Team

Winter Helmet Safety

Skiing and snowboarding are popular Canadian winter
sports, but they do carry a level of risk. Head and brain
injuries are the most common cause of death among
skiers and snowboarders.

Wearing a ski helmet can effectively reduce the risk of
head injuries by nearly 50 percent.

It is important to ensure everyone engaging in these
activities wears a new, properly fitted and appropriate
helmet.

Helmets should be either CSA, ASTM, or Snell
approved. If the helmet has been involved in a fall it
may need to be replaced, even if there is no visible
damage. Check the manufacturer's instructions on
when to discard. Do not use helmets designed for other
purposes such as bicycle helmets as they are designed
to absorb different types of impacts.

For more information on helmet safety access
www_thinkfirst.ca or www .safekidscanada.ca.
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December 2011

Please check “Newsletter” on school web site for more detailed information!
If you do not have access to our web sife, a copy of the newsletter 15 available.

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
1 2 3
Hor Lunch Day Feast of St. Fran- | Feast of
cis Xavier St. Francis
Parenr Teacher ~(Kindergarten & | Xavier
Conferences Gr. 1—Xmas
(By Reguest Only | Cards for Seniors)
Starting @ 4:00
PM) IDPD Presentation
-PM (Gr. 1-6)
4 h] 6 7 8 9 10
2nd Sunday Shopping Cart Advent Mass
of Advent Challenge 11:00 AM &
Food Bank Christmas
(Dec. 1-14) Dingrer 12:00
8r. Patrick’s
Church
(Refer to Novem-
ber Newslerter for
more details)
11 12 i3 i4 13 i) 17
3rd Sunday Mission Mexico Hot Lunch Day
of Advent Denation 51.00
by Menday, School
Dec. 12th Couneil
¢ Meeting with
= Christmas Social
s, {Parents)
b ‘f’\ @ 6:30 PM
irn|
S _j
=
18 10 20 21 22 23 24
4th Sunday Clristmas Grades 1-6 Srudent Clristmas
of Advent Concert Swimming Dismissal Eve
Rehearsal-(Bring | Family Leisure Ar 11:55 AM
i Lunch) i@ Dream | Centre
Centre & Concert | 12:45-2:30 PM Christmas Break
7:00 PM (Evening | (Scheol Parent Begins
performance only-| Council Treaf for | Dec 24-Jan 8
refer to Dec. a successful
Newslerter for “Mystery Centen-
more details) nial Fundraiser)
25 26 27 28 20 30 31
Chrisfmas Day Boxing Day
Christmas
Ny + Holidays >




