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Merry Christmas St Francis School Famil ies
It is once again time to start preparing for our Annual Christmas Dinner.

We thought we would like to provide a little history on how this tradition
came to be.

Back in 1979 the Alberta Government funded a program called Nutrition
Alberta. Early Childhood Services began a healthy snack program — apples,
oranges, carrots etc. were supplied to the children.

St Francis Principal John Komanchuk thought this to be a good program and
took it one step further. He introduced one hot lunch for the whole school
and that led to.....

The beginning of our Christmas Dinner. In 1979 the feature on the menu

was Cabbage Rolls. In 1980 and up to 1984 Perogies complimented the
meal.

In 1984 St Francis received a new Principal, Mr. Albert Weimer. With him
at the helm our first Parent Council was formed. Back then Parent Council
was referred to as a “Parent Service Group.”

In 1986, Pat Glashan of the Parent Council turned Cabbage and Perogies
into a Christmas feast consisting of turkey and all the trimmings.

This is the key:

The dinner was a way to show togetherness, build community spirit, and to
thank teachers and students — A Christmas Dinner for all to enjoy!

Back in 1986 they accommodated 80 to 100 people, and in last few years we
have , through the generosity of our school community fed 250 — 275
people. We run it on the same basic principals: donations and volunteers.

For those new to our school please note the meal is for Students and Faculty.
We parents are the host of the occasion thus we prepare and serve the meal.

The following page will explain what we require to keep the school tradition
alive and well.
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Seasons Greetings St. Francis School Familie S
It is with great excitement we begin to plan the Annual St. Francis
Xavier Student and Facult y
ATurkey with all the Trimmings Christmas dinne ro

Date: Friday, December 9, 2011
Place: { G® t I GNRARO]1 Qa t I NRAaK | |ff
Time: 12:00 Noon

The Christmas Dinner committee would like to take this opportunity to welcome all of our

new and old families to one our school s Christmas ¢tr
se rved to the students and faculty by parent volunteers. We realize Christmas is a very busy

time of year so we have a goal this year and it requires your help. We would like to have all

donations accounted for by Friday, November1 8'"  Sp, if you plan to volunteer and/or

donate items please contact us as soon as possible.

If you are new to the school and have the time please come join us we tend to be a very
merry group!!

As always we require food donations , monetary donations, parents to transpor t supplies
from St. Francis to the church, help to set up the church hall, help to prepare food, help to

serve food, and a real biggie T help to clean up after our Dinner.

We would like to take this time to encourage you to come out and celebrate this Se ason of

Giving with your children and our St. Francis School Staff!!
We do need the following donations for a successful dinner:

8 Cooked Turkey s (Approx. 20 Ibs each T Utility Turkeys are fine!) Please bring your Turkey
carved - in atin foil pan works fantastic. We ask you to use your Turkey drippings to make
gravy. A great way to transport your gravy is by crock pot. Please do not stuff the turkey we

use boxed dressing)

40 Boxes of Stuffing

3 Packages of Turkey Gravy Mix

80 Pounds of Potatoes I (Cooke dand Mashed i1 Crock pot work great for transporting them )
12 kgs of Frozen Peas and Carrots

8 Ibs of Celery (Cut into sticks for dipping)

12 Ibs of Carrots (Cut into sticks for dipping )

4 large bottles of Ranch Dressing for Dip

15 Dozen Dinner Buns
3 Ibs Butter or Margarine

4 Cans of Cranberries
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